thismist. Presently, my children, when | shall hold Our Lord in my hands,
when the good God blesses you, ask Him then to open the eyes of your
heart; say toHim likethe blind man of Jericho," O Lord, makemeto see!"
If you say to Him sincerely, "Makeme to see!” you will certainly obtain
what you desir e, because Hewishesnothing but your happiness. HehasHis
handsfull of graces, seekingtowhom todistributethem; alas! And no one
will havethem. ...O, indifference! Oh, ingratitude! My children, we are
most unhappy that wedo not under stand thesethings! Weshall under stand
them well one day; but it will then betoo late!

Our LordisthereasaVictim; and aprayer thatisvery pleasing to
God isto ask the Blessed Virgin to offer to the Eternal Father her Divine
Son, all bleeding, all torn, for theconversion of sinners; itisthebest prayer
we can make, since, indeed, all prayer sare madein thename and through
the merits of Jesus Christ. We must also thank God for all those
indulgencesthat purify us from our sins...but we pay no attention to them.
Wetread upon indulgences, onemight say, aswetread upon thesheaves of
cornafter theharvest. See, ther ear eseven year sand seven quar antinesfor
hearing the catechism, three hundred days for reciting the Litany of the
Blessed Virgin, the Salve Regina, the Angelus. In short, the good God
multipliesHisgraces upon us; and how sorry we shall be at the end of our
livesthat we did not profit by them!

When we are before the Blessed Sacrament, instead of looking
about, let usshut our eyesand our mouth; let us open our heart: our good
God will open His; we shall go to Him, He will come to us, the one to ask,
theother to receive; it will be like a breath from one to the other. What
sweetnessdo we not find in forgetting ourselvesin order to seek God! The
saintslost sight of themselvesin order that they might see nothing but God,
and labor for Him alone; they forgot all created objectsin order to find
Him alone. Thisistheway to reach Heaven.

(Excerpt from: The Little Catechism of the Curé of Ars)

Contemplative Prayer of St. John Vianney

Theprayer of the Curéof Arswho, it could be said, spentthe last
30yearsof hislifein church, wherehe was detained by hisinnumerable
penitents,wasaboveall aEucharisticprayer. Hisdevotiontoour Lord,
present in the Most Blessed Sacrament on the altar, was truly
extraordinary.

"Heisthere" heusedto say. "Hewho loves us so much. Why
should we not love him?" And hecertainly loved Him and felt himself
drawn irresistibly towards the tabernacle. " To pray well, thereisno
need totalk alot,” heexplained to hisparishioners. " Oneknowsthat
thegood Lord istherein the holy tabernacle. One opensone'sheart to
Him, onergoicesin Hispresence. Thisisthebest prayer."...

On Salvation

See, my children, wemust reflect that wehave asoul to save, and
an eternity that awaits us. Theworld, itsriches, pleasures, and honors
will passaway. Let ustakecare, then. Thesaintsdid not all begin well;
but they all ended well. We have begun badly; let usend well, and we
shall go one day and meet them in Heaven.




